
 

 

 

Note no A306/13 

 

Protocol Directorate of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office presents its compliments to all 

Honorary Consuls based in London and has the honour to bring the following to their 

attention: 

 

Clarification of title and limited privileges and immunities for Honorary Consuls 

 

Honorary Consuls based in London are reminded that they were accredited by the Directorate 

under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations as Honorary Consuls and should always 

refer to themselves using this title not Consul, Consul General or Honorary Consul General. 

Likewise, the premises should always be referred to as the Honorary Consulate not 

Consulate or Consulate General. The title “His/Her Excellency” is reserved for accredited 

Ambassadors and High Commissioners only; therefore Honorary Consuls should not refer to 

themselves using this title. 

 

Honorary Consuls, whether British nationals or permanent residents, enjoy immunity for acts 

performed in the course of their official Consular duties only. They are issued with official 

identity cards by the Directorate but are not otherwise entitled to diplomatic or Consular 

privileges and immunities, diplomatic passports, diplomatic license plates, the purchase of 

duty free goods or vehicles. 

 

Protocol Directorate of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office avails itself of this 

opportunity to renew to all Honorary Consuls based in London the assurances of its highest 

consideration. 
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