
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note No A021/21 

Protocol Directorate of the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

presents its compliments to all diplomatic missions, consulates and international 

organisations, and has the honour to provide further details on the measures being 

taken by Her Majesty’s Government to protect the UK from variant strains of COVID-

19. 

The absolute priority of Her Majesty’s Government is to protect the public and to stop 

the spread of this virus. Thanks to our collective efforts, cases of coronavirus, 

hospitalisations and deaths are falling. But they are still far too high. The UK’s 

vaccination programme continues apace.  As you are aware, foreign diplomats and 

their families, who are registered with the National Health Service, are included. We 

all want to protect the gains made to date by remaining vigilant.  Accordingly, we 

must all be prepared to follow the UK’s COVID-19 laws, regulations and guidance.  It 

remains illegal to travel abroad without a legally permitted reason to do so and the 

minority who are travelling for exceptional purposes will now be subject to a specific 

compliance regime. Diplomats and other persons with privileges and immunities are 

reminded of their obligation to comply with Her Majesty Government’s laws, 

regulations and guidance, and to undertake overseas travel in only the most 

exceptional cases, and when there is no alternative available.  Her Majesty’s 

Government is grateful for the cooperation of the diplomatic community to date and 

expects that the community will understand the need for introduction of a 

requirement to provide proof of a negative COVID-19 test (taken three days before 

departure) on arrival to the UK.  Persons with relevant privileges and immunities are 

not subject to subsequent mandatory 2 and 8 day testing in the UK. However, for 

public health reasons, you are encouraged to complete tests on day 2 and day 8 

where reasonably practicable. Notifying the Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Office of intended use of exemptions continues in the usual way.  

However, please note that we are now unable to provide confirmatory letters solely 



 

 

 

for travellers to use in evidencing exempt status.  If challenged by authorities, staff of 

diplomatic missions, consulates or international organisations will need to use other 

means – a diplomatic identity card, for example – to prove exempt status. 

Diplomatic arrivals who have been in “Red List” countries within the previous 10 days 

will not be refused entry into the UK or be required to pre-book or undertake 

mandatory hotel quarantine. Instead, they will be required to self-isolate in a location 

of their choosing for a period of 10 days.  This is an absolute requirement. For public 

health reasons, you are encouraged to complete tests on day 2 and day 8 where 

reasonably practicable. 

Her Majesty’s Government remains grateful for the continued understanding and 

cooperation of the diplomatic community and would like to assure you that 

application of these regulations is done without prejudice to any immunity from 

jurisdiction or inviolability that an individual might enjoy otherwise than by the 

operation of the regulations. 

For further information on the current and proposed COVID-19 related restrictions 

refer to the official guidance at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Updates on the countries on the “Red List” can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-measures-to-protect-the-uk-from-variant-

strains-of-covid-19 

Specific guidance for the Devolved Administrations can be found here:  

Scotland: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/    
Wales: https://gov.wales/coronavirus     
Northern Ireland: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19  
 
Protocol Directorate of the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to all diplomatic missions, consulates and 

international organisations the assurances of its highest 

consideration. 
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