
 
 

Note No A031/21 

Protocol Directorate of the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office presents 

its compliments to all diplomatic missions, consulates and international organisations, 

and has the honour to provide further details on the measures being taken by Her 

Majesty’s Government to vaccinate people in the UK from COVID-19. 

 

As confirmed in NV A008/21 of 15 January 2021, foreign diplomats, employees of 

international organisations and their families (the diplomatic community), who are 

registered with the National Health Service, are included in the UK’s vaccination 

programme. Three COVID-19 vaccines have now been authorised for use in the UK 

by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA), after meeting 

strict standards of safety and effectiveness. To date over 18 million first doses have 

been administered. 

 

Her Majesty’s Government however, recognises that some diplomatic missions and 

international organisations (IOs) may be considering alternative options for 

vaccination of their staff and dependents, including the importation of vaccines. 

Foreign missions and international organisations based in the UK should follow the 

standard processes and procedures for the importation of unlicensed medicines into 

the UK.  This would mean engaging a licensed importer in the UK and submitting 

notifications of intent to import the unlicensed medicines to the MHRA (under 

Regulation 167 of the Human Medicine Regulations 2012 (HMRs)). 

 

Her Majesty’s Government however, recognises that the standard route for the 

importation of unlicensed medicines does not reflect the current difficult global 

situation and the international diplomatic context. To address this, the MHRA will 

exercise flexibility to allow foreign diplomatic missions and IOs to perform a conditional 

import of their own COVID-19 vaccines, which are unlicensed in the UK, without the 

need for a manufacturer’s licence to import a medicinal product from a non-EEA state 

and without a wholesaler licence to import a medicinal product from an EEA state. 

 

In addition, where the person administering the vaccines is a third party to those 

receiving the vaccine (that is, the appointed/accredited diplomatic and IO personnel 

and their dependants), the MHRA would not uphold the technical and strict 

requirements of the regulation (Regulation 46 (1)) which prohibits the use of an 

unauthorised product. This would allow the diplomatic missions and IOs to import the 

vaccine and engage with a third-party service provider to administer it.  

 

 



 
 

MHRA will allow this on the basis and condition that the imported unlicensed 

medicines are not placed on the UK market and are only for the foreign diplomatic and 

mission and IOs use; the MHRA and FCDO are to be notified on every occasion this 

regulatory flexibility is used.  Diplomatic missions and IOs should send notification of 

the import, specifying product name, country of import, number of packs, pack size, 

total number of doses, total number of individuals to be vaccinated, as well as 

organisation/person(s) administering the vaccine to:  

 

Dr Francisco De Matos Afonso Pereira at the MHRA by email 

Francisco.deMatosAfonsoPereira@mhra.gov.uk and copied to FCDO Protocol 

at Protocol.Covid19@fco.gov.uk. 

 

Her Majesty’s Government remains grateful for the continued understanding and 

cooperation of the diplomatic community and is confident that this flexibility alongside 

the national vaccination programme provides the best option for protecting the 

diplomatic community in the UK from COVID-19. 

For further information on the current and proposed COVID-19 related restrictions 

across the UK refer to the official guidance at: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Scotland: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/, 

Wales: https://gov.wales/coronavirus,     

Northern Ireland: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19.  

 

Protocol Directorate of the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to all diplomatic missions, consulates and 

international organisations the assurances of its highest consideration. 
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